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» Rare earth prospector donates pigeon pea seed to 1,000 farming families
* Mkango aiming to introduce commercial farming to subsistence farming communities

kango
Re-
source
s has
once
again proved to be a part-
ner in need to the farming

lar the Songwe area, our
vision is to economically
empower the area’s sub-
sistence farmers by intro-
ducing them to
commercial farming.
Through this seed distri-
bution we

its flagship Songwe Hill
Rare Earth Project in
Malawi’s Southern Dis-
trict of Phalombe by do-
nating pigeon pea seeds of
a high yielding variety
known as N’nthawajuni
or Agora to the impover-
ished smallholder farm-
ers.

Country Manager for
Mkango Resources, Mr.
Burton Kachinjika, said
the firm, which also pro-
vided seeds to the farming
communities in the previ-
ous three growing sea-
sons, has repeated the
program again this year as
a way of showing its com-
mitment to develop the
arca.

Kachinjika explained
that Mkango, which is
prospecting for rare earth
elements at Songwe Hill,
has been providing vari-
ous kinds of seeds to the

want to identify a crop
that suites the arca’s con-
ditions and fetches good
prices on the market for
the benefit of the commu-
nity members,” he said.

Previously, the firm
gave the farming commu-
nities soya bean and pi-
geon pea seeds but,
unfortunately, the crop did
not flourish due to unfa-
vorable weather condi-
tions and incompatible
soil.

Kachinjika explained
that in  consequence,
Mkango engaged the Na-
tional Small Holder Farm-
ers Association of Malawi
(NASFAM) on the issue,
and they advised that a
certain variety of pigeon
peas, in vernacular known
as Nandolo or Epweri,
would be a better alterna-
tive for the area.

Speaking during the

farming ities in
the area over the past four
years as part of a trial pro-
gramme that aims at find-
ing a cash crop that suites
the area’s particular
weather conditions.

“As a stakeholder part-
ner to the people of
Phalombe and in particu-

held at the firm’s project
site situated in the area of
Group Village Headman
Maone, Traditional Au-
thority Nazombe, Kachin-
Jika said the company
would not give up until
the appropriate cash crop
for the area is discovered.

He said: “Last grow-
ing season we provided
3000 kilograms of high-
yielding pigeon pea seed
variety called Mwaiwathu
Alimi (ICEAP 005577) to
60 farmers, but, unfortu-
nately, the crop did not
crop well.  We, there-
fore,discussed with local
farmers and experts from
NASFAM to discover
what crop the local farm-
ers prefer and they opted
for a certain variety of pi-
geon peas locally known
as N’nthawajuni or Agora
which is known to favour
the conditions of the
area.”

“Today we are giving
them 4000 kilograms of
the preferred variety
which will be shared
among 1000 farming fam-
ilies, with each one get-
ting 4kgs,” said
Kachinjika.

He explained that the
arrangement is that, upon
harvesting the crop, each
farmer would be required
to return 8 kg of their pro-
ceeds to Mkango Re-
sources Ltd for safe
storage, so that the seed
will be redistributed in the
following growing season
to an increasing number
of new farmers.

“This is a seed build-
up revolving fund which
every farming household
in the area should eventu-
ally benefit from.We hope
through this initiative, the

Mkango Resources employeesoff-loading bags of the seed

farmers would be able to
yield enough produce
both for domestic con-
sumption and for sale,”
Kachinjika said.

He also said Mkango
Resources is jointly work-
ing with NASFAM to
identify markets that offer
better prices for the pro-
duce.

In his speech, NAS-
FAM field officer for
Phalombe, Assistant
Joseph Magawa, advised
the farmers o intercrop
the pigeon seed with
maize, which is the major
staple crop for the area.

Magawa  estimated
that the 4 kg would be
enough to cater for a half
acre field and a yield of
300 to 500 kg per half
acre would be realized if
proper ways of caring for
the crop are followed.

Besides the seed distri-
bution programme,
Mkango Resources has
drilled and repaired an in-
creasing number of water
boreholes in the area to
provide portable water for
the communities, con-
structed access roads and
bridges, and is also carry-
ing out a bridge and a road
maintenance programme
as part of its corporate so-
cial responsibility pro-
gramme.

“We have partnered
you, thepeople of this
area, so that you are in a
position to benefit from
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the potential future min-
ing activities that may
take place here.” said
Kachinjika.

sults released indicated
that the deposit has a po-
tential net present value of
US$293-million and a fu-

Speaking on behalf ture projected 18-year
ofover 1000 subjects from  mine life.
15 villages who attended The firm’s President
the presentation cere- Alexander Lemon said the
mony, Village Head Na- results of the pre-feasibil-
malamba expressed ity study positioned
profound gratefulness to  Malawi globally as a po-
Mkango for tential rare
showing total commit- earth producer.
ment towards the project, Mkango has now

which is helping to de-
velop the area.

“Your repeated efforts
trying to provide us with a
cash crop that will aid us
economically indicate that
you are sincere in your
dealings with the people
of this area. The people
led by traditional leaders,

begun it’s definitive feasi-
bility study for the project
following the announce-
ment of positive pre-feasi-
bility study results.

The rare ecarth ele-
ments expected to be
mined at Songwe include
Prascodymium,

really appreciate your
commitment. We will
partner you all the way,
because we have noticed
that your continued stay in
our area is mutually bene-
fitting us,” said Na-
malamba.

Mkango has been car-
rying out its rare carth ex-
ploration activities in the
arca since January 2010
through its wholly owned
subsidiary, Lancaster Ex-
ploration Ltd.

The Songwe Hill Rare
Earth Project has pro-
gressed from very early
stage exploratory drilling
to completing in record
time during 2014 a pre-
feasibility study whose re-

which are used in the
manufacture  of high
strength magnets used in
Hybrid electric cars such
as the Toyota Prius and
europium, terbium and yt-
trium used in colour phos-
phors used in flat screen
tv’s , computers & mobile
phones.

Mkango  Resources
also holds another Exclu-
sive Prospecting License
in the Thambani area in
Malawi’s Southern Dis-
trict of Mwanza where it
is successfully targeting
and exploring for a range
of minerals including ura-
nium, zircon, and niobium
over an area of 468km2.
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